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R  E  P  O  R  T 


St.  John's  College, 

Annapolis,  Md., 
January  16,  1880^ 
To  the  Honorable  Hiram  McCuUough, 

Speaker  of  the  House  of  Delegates  of  Marylandi 

Sm:-'-Ia  accordance  with  custom,  I  have  the  honor  re- 
spectfully to  submit,  through  you,  to  the  General  Assembly 
of  Maryland,  my  report  of  St.  John's  College  for  the  past- 
two  years,  and  of  its  present  condition. 

A  synopsis  ot  the  past  legislation  of  the  General  Assem- 
bly in  reference  to  the  College,  will  be  found  in  my  report  for 
1878,  [Document  F,]  a  copy  of  which  is  herewith  trans- 
mitted, and  full  information  in  respect  to  the  conditioB  of 
the  College  from  its  re-organization  in  1866  up  to  thattime^ 
is  given  in  the  reports  and  other  papers  therein  specified. 

Number  of  Students.. 

A  complete  table  of  the  number  of  students  in  attendancse, 
and  their  classification  each  year  from  1866  to  the  present 
time,  is  given  in  the  appendix  to  this  report,  which  table 
also  shows  the  number  that  have  been  educated  free  of  charge 
for  tuition  each  year  during  this  period.  Of  this  number, 
from  1872-73  to  1877-78,  inclusive,  fifty  to  fifty-two  were 
received  free  of  charge  for  hoard  also,  under  Chapter  3&3, 
Acts  of  1872,  appropriating  money  to  board  iiuo  students 
from  each  Senatorial  district  for  four  years,  on  condition  that 
they  teach  school  within  the  State  for  two  years  after  leaving; 
College. 

Amendment  of  Act  of  1872,  Chapter  393. 

This  Act  was  amended  by  the  General  Assembly  of  1878^ 
providing  that,  after  the  close  of  that  session,  but  owe  stu- 
dent should  be  received  from  each  Senatorial  district  free  of 
charge  for  board,  \i\i\  exempting  from  its  provisions  those 
who  had  been  already  appointed  for  the  full  terra  of  four 
years.     This  Act  also  substituted  a  pledge  that  each  student- 


would  teach  the  two  years,  instead  of  the  bond  and  security- 
heretofore  required. 

As  a  natural   result   of  this   reduction  in  the  number  of 
students    received    free   for   board,    the   whole   number    of 
students  has  been  less  during  the  past  two  years  than  previ- 
ous to  that  time.     At  the   close  of  the   session    of   1877-78, 
there  were  twenty  (20)  of  these  vacancies,  of  which  but  three 
(3)  could  be  filled  under  the  law  [Chapter  315,  Acts  of  1878.] 
There  were  in    attendance  during  the  past  session,  1878-79, 
one  hundred  and   one  (101)  students,    classified   as   follows: 
Seniors,  five,  (5),  Juniors,  thirteen, (13),  Sophomores,  twenty- 
three,  (23,)  and  Freshmen,  nineteen  (19,)  making  sixty,  (60) 
in  the  Collegiate  Department,  and  there  were  forty-one  (41)  in 
the  Preparatory  Department.  The  deficiency  caused  as  above 
stated,  by  comparison  with  the  number  in  attendance,  (112,) 
during  1877-78,  was  thus  partially  made  up.     At   the  close 
of  the  past  session,  there  were  eleven  (11)  vacancies  in  these 
scholarships,  of  which  but  seven  (7)  could  be  filled.     There 
have   been    in  attendance  so  far  during  the    present   session 
eighty-nine    (89)    students,    classified    as   follows:     Seniors, 
eight,  (8,)   Juniors,  eighteen,  (18,)   Sophomores,    thirteen, 
(13,)  and  Freshmen,  seventeen,  (17,)  or  fifty-six  (56)  in  the 
Collegiate  Department,  and  thirty-three  (33)  in  the  Prepa- 
ratory   Department.     Of  these    numbers,    seventy-five  (75) 
were   taught   last   session   free   of  charge    for   tuition,  and 
seventy- two  (72)  have  been  so  taught  this  session.     Thirty- 
four  (34)  of  these  were  received  last  session  free  of  charge  for 
board  also,  and  thirty  (30)  this  session.     At  the  close  of  the 
present   session    there   will  occur  four  (4)  vacancies  in  these 
scholarships,  which,  under  the  law  of  1878,  cannot  be  filled, 
so  that   hereafter   but   twenty-six,  (26,)    or   one   from   each 
Senatorial  District,  will  be   received  free  of  charge  for  both 
board    and    tuition.     The    condition    under    which     these 
scholarships  were  given,  has  generally  been  complied  with, 
but  several  cases  have  occurred  in  which  the  appointees,  after 
receiving  the  benefit  of  the  State's  liberality,  have  failed  to 
comply  with    the  condition.     Under   the   law    of   1872    the 
bond  should  be  forfeited,   but  no  one  was  charged   with  the 
duty  of  prosecuting  in  the  name  of  the  State,  nor  was  any  limit 
of  time  fixed  within  which  the  obligation  should  be  discharged. 
The   present   law   is  an  improvement   in  that  it  places  the 
fulfilment   of  the  obligation    entirely  upon    the  honor  of  the 
appointee,  as  was  the  original  intention  in  the  former  law. 

State  Appropriation. 

The  present  annual  appropriation  received  by  the  College 
from  the  State  consists  of  $3,000,  paid  under  the  contract 


entered  into  by  the  State  in  1832  (see  pp.  3  and  4,  report  of 
1878),  and  $12,000,  first  appropriated  by  the  Legislature  of 
1866,  for  jive  years,  (as  an  equitable  satisfaction  in  part  of 
the  arrearages  due  the  College  under  the  original  contract  of 
the  charter  of  1784,)  renewed  by  the  Legislature  of  1872,  for 
six  years,  and  by  that  of  1878,  for  two  years  ;  in  addition  to 
these  sums,  the  College  receives  this  session  $6,000,  to  be 
reduced  hereafter  to  $5,200,  for  the  board,  as  above  stated, 
of  one  student  from  each  Senatorial  district  in  the  State, 
which  sum  is  entirely  consumed  in  furnishing  board,  fuel, 
lights  and  washing  to  these  students,  and  is  not  available 
for  the  other  necessary  expenses  of  the  College. 

These  appropriations,  together  with  the  tuition  fees,  which, 
owing  to  the  number  of  free-scholarships,  have  amounted  to 
very  little  for  many  years,  and  will  not  exceed  $1,100  for  the 
present  session,  constitute  the  entire  resources  of  the  College, 
As  may  be  seen  from  the  statements  just  made,  the  $12,000 
appropriation,  which  was  made  by  the  last  Legislature  for 
only  tivo  years,  will  expire  with  the  current  session,  and  it 
will  be  necessary  lor  your  Honorable  Body  to  renew  it  in 
order  to  continue  the  College  in  operation.  I  would  respect- 
fully recommend  that  this  appropriation  be  made  'permanent^ 
or  for  a  term  of  years  sufficiently  long  to  obviate  the  neces- 
sity of  a  continual  application  to  the  Legislature  for  its  re- 
newal, and,  if  possible,  that  it  be  increased,  as  it  is  inade- 
quate to  supply  all  the  wants  of  the  College,  especially  when 
burdened  with  a  debt  for  which  its  buildings  are  mortgaged, 
and  the  interest  on  which  most  be  annually  paid. 

The  Debt  of  the  College, 

This  debt  was  incurred,  as  stated  in  my  Kejiort  for  1878, 
(page  7),  and  seven  years  ago  it  amounted  to  uearly  $20,000. 
This  sura  has  been  gradually  reduced  by  the  payment  of  about 
$1,000  annually,  so  that  it  now  amounts  in  exact  figures  to 
$12,525,  In  1878  it  was  reported  at  $13,525,  but  during 
that  year  $1,000  were  paid.  In  1879  it  became  necessary  to 
pay  between  $1,200  and  $1,300  of  taxes  for  the  j  ear  1877, 
the  first  time  in  the  history  of  the  State  that  literary  insti- 
tutions were  subjected  to  taxation.  This  amounted  to  paying 
that  sum  from  the  State  appropriation  for  the  support  of  the 
State,  county,  and  municipal  governments,  and  since  the  law 
exempting  literary  institutions  from  taxation  was  renewed 
by  the  Legislature  of  1878,  it  is  earnestly  desired  that  this 
sum  should  be  refunded  to  the  College,  as  the  College  is  al- 
most entirely  supported  by  the  State.  It  is  not  too  much  to 
request  that  your  Honorable  Body  will  relieve  the  College  of 
this  debt.     A  bill  appropriating  $15,000  for  this  purpose  was 


'passed  by  the  Seuate  in  1874,  but  failed  to  be  acted  on  by  the- 
House  of  Delegates.  The  effort  to  pay  the  interest  and  part 
of  the  principal  of  the  debt  causes  an  annual  drain  upon  the 

'salaries  of  the  Faculty. 

ADDiTroiTAL  Professorship  op  Natural  Science. 

In  addition  to  relief  from  its  debt,  the  College  needs  very 
much  an  additional  professorship  in  the  Department  of  Nat- 
ural Science,  to  which  General  Chemistry  might  be  trans- 
ferred, and  in  which  Analytical  Chemistry,  Mineralogy  and 
Geology  might  be  taught.  The  subjects  embraced  in  this' 
department,  in  order  that  the  Natural  Sciences  may  be 
thoroughly  taught,  are  too  many  to  be  assigned  to  one  profes- 
sor, but  with  its  present  resources  the  College  is  unable  to 
appoint  an  additional  professor.  For  eight  years  I  have  been 
making  this  recommendation  in  the  hope  that  your  Honorable 
Body  would  make  a  slight  increase  of  the  annual  appropria- 
tion, that  the  College  might  arrv?.nge  a  more  extended  course 
in  the  Sciences,  and  be  enabled  to  establish  the  Degree  of 
Bachelor  of  Science,  which  is  already  conferred  by  many  Col- 
leges in  the  country.  So  great  has  been  the  development  of 
the  Sciences  in  recent  years,  that  increased  facilities  for  col- 
legiate instiuction  in  them  is  necessary,  especially  for  those 
who  do  not  pursue  the  full  literary  course. 

Laboratory  and  Library. 

The  establishment  of  this  professorship  is  closely  connected 
with  furnishing  greater  advantages  than  the  College  now 
jiossesses  for  laboratory  work. 

The  College  has  a  moderate  supply  of  excellent  physical 
and  chemical  apparatus,  due  in  great  part  to  the  liberality 
of  the  Legislature  of  1872,  which  appropriated  $5,000  for  in- 
creasing the  library  and  apparatus,  and  this  sum  was  ex- 
pended to  great  advantage  for  both  purposes.  But  the  Col- 
lege needs  a  more  suitable  room  for  a  laboratory,  and  one 
fitted  up  with  thenecessary  appliances  for  students'  work. 

It  also  needs  a  better  room  for  its  library  and  reading  room, 
and  means  to  make  annual  additions  of  books  and  apparatus. 
The  professorship  referred  to  could  be  established,  and  the 
most  pressing  wants  of  the  laboratory  and  library  could  be 
supplied  with  the  addition  of  $5,000  to  the  annual  appropri- 
ation, making  $20,000,  instead  of  $15  000,  appropriated  for 
all  purposes,  exclusive  of  the  board  of  those  students  holding 
Senatorial  scholarships. 

This  would  be  but  restoring   to  the   College  the  sum  of 
which  it  was  deprived  by  the  Legislature  of  1878,  when  fehe 


'Dumber  of  scholarships  for  board  was  diminished,  and  it 
would  be  of  much  greater  advantage  to  the  whole  number  of 
students,  for  improvements  could  be  made,  both  in  the  course 
of  study  and  in  appliances  for  study,  which  would  benefit  the 
College  for  all  time,  and  would  probably  at  once  cause  an  in- 
crease in  the  number  of  its  students.  The  assurance  of  a  ])er- 
manent  annual  appropriation,  sufficient  for  all  the  present 
needs  of  the  College,  would  do  much  to  insure  its  patronage 
by  the  people  of  the  State.  If  desired,  with  this  increased 
appropriation,  tuition  might  be  made  free  to  all  residents  of 
the  State,  as  has  recently  been  done,  under  certain  condi- 
tions, by  the  University  of  Virginia,  where  the  annual  appro- 
priation was  increased  from  $15,000  to  $30,000.  With  the 
present  appropriation  the  College  needs  the  small  amount  re- 
ceived from  tuition  fees  to  partially  supply  the  annual  de- 
ficiency in  the  salaries  of  the  Faculty. 

Course  cf  Siudy. 

The  course  of  study  in  each  class  is  specified  in  detail  in 
-the  Annual  Catalogue  of  the  College  for  1878-79  (pp.  15-17), 
-a  copy  of  which  is  herewith  transmitted.  It  embraces  the 
usual  departments  of  Ancient  Languages,  Modern  Languages, 
Mathematics,  ^Natural  Science,  Mental  and  Moral  Science, 
-and  History  and  the  English  Language  and  Literature. 

The  eiFort  is  made  each  year  to  teach  exactly  the  course 
prescribed  in  the  Catalogue  for  that  year,  so  that  the  Cata- 
logue may  serve  as  an  accurate  register  of  the  work  done  in 
the  College.  The  progress  of  the  students  is  tested  by  semi- 
annual written  examinations,  held  in  the  months  of  February 
and  June,  and  the  honors  of  the  College  are  awarded  in  ac- 
cordance with  the  results  of  these  examinations,  combined 
with  the  class-standing  for  each  term,  as  specified  in  the  Cat- 
alogue (pp.  22-24).  The  standard  is  as  high  as  in  Colleges 
of  like  grade  in  other  States,  and  the  amount  of  work  done 
is  geneially  quite  satisfactory.  The  College  accomplishes 
as  well  as  its  means  will  permit  the  objects  for  which  it  was 
established. 

Training  of  Teachers  and  Correlation  of  Education  in  the 

State. 

I  have  heretofore  recommended  that  the  College  should  be 
recognized  as  the  Male  Normal  School  for  the  State,  as  but 
slight  changes  would  be  required  in  the  course  of  instruction 
for  those  students  who  desired  to  devote  themselves  to  teach- 
ing. As,  however,  the  number  of  students  educated  with 
that  object  in  view  has  been  reduced  by  one-half,  I  do  not 
think  it  necessary  to  renew  this  recommendation.     If,  never- 
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theless,  the  scheme  should  appear  feasible  to  your  Honorable 
Body,  and  beneficial  to  the  cause  of  education  in  the  State, 
there  would  be  no  difficulty  in  effecting'  the  object,  especially 
with  the  slightly  increased  appropriation  recommended  above, 
for  then  a  more  extended  scientific  course  could  partially 
replace  the  literary  course,  and  arrangements  could  be  made 
for  practical  instruction  in  the  art  of  teaching,  making  use 
of  the  preparatory  classes  as  a  model  school.  Practical  ex- 
perience in  teaching  must  be  gained  by  young  teachers 
either  before  or  alter  leaving  College,  and  if  before,  so 
much  the  better  for  those  whom  they  will  be  first  called 
upon  to  instruct  afterwards.  A  well-organized  system 
of  High  Schools  is  much  need-^d  in  the  State,  to  serve  as  a 
connecting  link  between  the  Grammar  School  and  the  Col- 
lege, and  for  these  this  college  can  furnish  teachers,  as  it  has 
iilready  done  in  many  cases.  Colleges  cannot  fl.'^urish  unless 
they  have  good  secondary  schools  to  act  as  feeders  to  them; 
■otherwise  they  must  do  the  work  which  the  schools  ought  to 
do,  and  thus  means  and  appliances  are  partially  wasted. 
The  same  is  true  with  regard  to  the  University  at  the  top  of 
the  educational  ladder.  Without  good  colleges  to  send  up 
students,  it  cannot  flourish  and  must  do  collegiate  work. 
The  distinction  is  not  sufficiently  insisted  upon  between  col- 
legiate and  University  work,  and  we  find  so-called  Universi- 
ties all  over  the  country  which  are  such  but  in  name,  and 
whose  course  of  study  is  not  equal  to  that  of  many  colleges. 
We  are  fortunate  in  having  in  this  State  a  University  which 
recognizes  its  true  mission  and  is  endeavoring  to  fulfill  it, 
and  as  it  does  not  call  upon  the  State  for  support,  it  leaves 
the  State  free  to  devote  her  means  for  the  advancement  of 
higher  education  to*  the  suppert  of  her  colleges,  and  thus 
prevent  her  people  from  sending  their  sons  out  of  the  State 
to  obtain  a  collegiate  education  which  they  can  get  at  home. 

Future  Support  of  the  College. 

I  would  respectfully  refer  to  my  last  report,  (pp.  11,  12,) 

;for  some  statement  of  the  woi-k  done  by  this  college,  which 
constitutes  a  claim  for  its  continued  support,  and  of  what 

■  other  States   have   done  for  their   institutions    of  learning. 

'While  the  State  supports  with  liberal  hand  a  flourishing 
Public  School  system,  her  colleges  languish  for  want  of 
means  to  keep  pace  with  modern  progress,  or  even  to  main- 
tain their  present  position.      How  far  the  State  should  go  in 

4he  support  of  higher  education,  is  for  your  Honorable  Body 
to  determine.  A  liberal  appropriation  for  this  object  is 
found  by  other  States  to  be  a  good  investment.  Suffice  it  to 
say  that  the  permanent  annual  appropriation   of  $20,000 — 


freefrom  other  conditions  than  receivinjij,  fico  of  charge  for 
tuition — two  hundred  (200)  students,  in  accordance  with 
present  custorn— and  the  payment  of  the  College  debt, 
would  place  this  College  4ibove  all  present  want,  and  would, 
enable  it  to  do  more  for  the  State  than  it  has  ever  done  here- 
tofore. As  already  stated,  this  would  be  an  increase  of  but 
|5,000  on  the  present  appropriation,  and  would  be  but  re- 
storing to  the  College  in  another  form  the^amount  of  which 
it  was  deprived  in  1878,  the  total  amount  beiog  no  more 
than  the  College  received  from  the  State  annually  for  six 
years  previous  to  that  time. 

I  would  most  respectfully,  but  earnestly,  commend  this 
suggestion  to  your  Honorable  Body,  feeling  assured  that  if 
now,  when  called  upon  to  renew  the  $12,000  appropriation, 
your  Honorable  Body  will  go  a  little  further  and  adopt  this 
recommendation,  already  made  seveial  times  in  my  Reports, 
the  results  in  a  tew  years  to  the  College  and  to  the  State,  will 
be  an  ample  compensation  for  the  money  expended.  The 
College  will  be  enabled  to  do  better  work,  the  friends  of  the 
College  will  be  encouraged,  and  the  people  of  the  State,  will 
be  more  willing  to   bestow  their  private   patronage   upon  it. 

There  is  no  sufficient  reason  why  the  people  of  this  State 
should  not  support  St.  John's  College,  as  well  as  the 
people  of  other  States  support  their  leading  colleges.  But  this 
College  has  so  long  labored  under  disadvantages,  and  en- 
deavored to  do  thorough  collegiate,  and  not  high  school, 
work  with  inadequate  means,  that  it  is  difficult  to  secure  to 
it  that  influence  in  the  State  which  it  ought  to  have,  and  to 
induce  the  people  of  all  sections  of  the  State  to  look  upon  it 
with  affection  and  esteem,  and  to  take  an  honorable  pride  in 
it  as  a  fair  exponent  of  education  in  the  State. 

It  will  take  time  to  divert  the  stream  of  patronage  from 
colleges  beyond  the  borders  of  Maryland,  to  a  college  within 
her  limits,  but  with  the  adoption  by  your  Honorable  Body 
of  the  suggestion  made  above,  the  annual  unencumbered 
appropriation  of  $20,000  to  the  support  of  this  College, 
an  iotlucement  greater  than  any  heretofore  presented  will  be 
offered,  and  I  cannot  think  that  the  people  of  the  State 
will  be  slow  to  take  advantage  of  it,  especially  when  the 
diminished  expense  to  them  is  taken  into  consideration.  In 
reviewing  my  Reports  for  1874,  187C  and  1878,  I  find  that 
this  recommendation  has  been  dwelt  on  in  each  one  of  them, 
hut  I  am  eniouraged  to  renew  it  once  more,  and  I  desire  to 
reiterate  the  statement  already  made,  that  the  total  amount 
would  but  equal  the  sum  af)propriated  to  the  College  an- 
nually for  six  years  prior  to  1878,  but  it  would  now  be  availa- 
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ble  for  the  development  of  the  College,  and  for  the  benefit  of 
all  of  its  students.  There  is  no  question  of  the  ability  of  the 
State  to  afford  this  appropriation,  for  that  has  been  already- 
tested,  and  she  may  well  be  willing  to  give  to  her  leading 
College  this  opportunity  for  higher  usefulness.  The 
matter  rests  then  entirely  in  the  hands  of  your  Honorable 
Body,  and  it  is  hoped  that  good  and  sufficient  reasons 
have  been  presented  to  induce  a  favorable  consideration  of  it. 
Should  the  expectations  formed  not  be  realised,  it  is  always 
in  the  power  of  jour  Honorable  Body  to  review  the  results, 
for  the  College  is  entirely  dependent  on  the  State  for  its  con- 
tinued existence. 

Recapitulation. 

.In  conclusion,  I  would  briefly  recapitulate  the  chief  points 
mentioned  above: 

1.  Number  of  students,  and  how  affected  by  the  Act  of 
1878,  Chapter  315,  amending  the  Act  of  1872,  Chapter  393. 

2.  Renewal  of  the  annual  appropriation  of  $12,000.  mak- 
ing it  permanent,  and  increasing  it  by  |5,000,  which  would 
only  restore  to  the  College  the  sum  of  which  it  was  deprived 
in  1878. 

3.  Additional  professorship  of  Natural  Science,  and  wants 
of  Laboratory  and  Library,  all  of  which  could  be  supplied 
by  this  increased  appropriation. 

4.  Payment  of  the  debt  of  the  College,  which  now  amounts 
to  $12,525. 

5.  Remarks  on  education  in  the  State,  and  on  the  future 
support  of  the  College. 

I  have  the  honor,  finally,  in  behalf  of  the  Visitors  and 
Governors  of  the  College,  respectfully  to  invite  the  members 
of  your  Honorable  Body  to  visit  the  College,  inspect  its 
buildings  and  grounds,  examine  its  methods  of  instruction 
and  working,  and  satisfy  yourselves  of  the  wisdom  and  policy 
of  its  continued  support. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

JAMES  M.  GARNETT, 

Principal. 
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Table  Showing  Number  of  Students  in  Attendance  at  flee  Col- 
lege each  Year  since  its  Reorganization  in  1866,  and  their 
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